SUBJECTS AND METHODS

Subjects
Blood samples from 21 HIV-infected patients were obtained. 
RESULTS
Plasma thiol concentrations
The plasma concentration of total homocysteine was similar in patients and control subjects (Table  2) . Notably, the con- The plasma concentrations of the various cysteine species were described elsewhere (21) and are summarized in Table  2 .
Both the total, protein-bound, and reduced cysteine concentrations and the ratios of reduced to total cysteine were similar in patients and control subjects ( Table  2 ). The plasma concentration of oxidized cystemne was significantly lower in the patient group, although the difference was modest (a decrease of "10%; Table  2 ). The concentration of total cysteinylglycine in plasma was significantly lower in HIV patients than in control subjects (a decrease of 17%; Table  2 ), whereas there were no differences when the oxidized, reduced, or protein-bound forms were compared (Table  2 ). However, a significantly higher ratio of reduced to total thiol species for cysteinylglycine was found in the HIV patients (an increase of "30%; Figure  1 ). 
